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The law requiring a State license to practice 

massage therapy has been in effect since July 

1, 2005. 
 

Please NOTE, there may be a 
misunderstanding that a person can 
practice massage therapy without a 
license until July 1, 2008.  That is not 
correct.  A license has been required since 

the inception of the Administrative Rules 

supporting the 2005 law, and the appointment 

of the first Board of Directors.  Due to a 

change at the 2007 legislative session, only 

the “grandfathering” opportunity was extended 

from July 1, 2007 to July 1, 2008 not the 

license requirement.  If you are aware of 

someone practicing without a license, you are 

encouraged to contact the Board office at 

sdmtb.msp@midconetwork.com, 605/271-

7103, or at the mailing address found on this 

newsletter.  Your name will remain 

anonymous to the non-licensee if you wish. 

 

Mandatory Practice Law 
Means a License is Needed 
to Practice Massage 
Therapy Today The following are changes brought about at 

the 2007 legislative session. 
 

♦ The license to practice massage therapy is 

now an annual license not a two-year 

license.  Therefore, your license will also 

renew annually upon your expiration date. 
 

♦ The initial license fee and annual renewal 

fee was reduced to $65. 
 

♦ The continuing education (CE) requirement 

was reduced from 16 hours every two years 

to 8 hours total every two years.  Of those 8 

hours, only 4 hours may be by electronic 

means (computer online, etc.). 
 

♦ An “Inactive” license status was instituted.  

This means at renewal time if you wish to 

go “inactive” because you are not practicing 

massage therapy for some reason, you will 

be required to complete the Inactive 

License form and pay the $65 fee to go 

inactive indefinitely.  The office does not 

need to know your desire to go 
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 Legislative Updates continued...    
 
 

      Inactive until your license has to be  
      renewed.      

 

♦ Then to “Reactive” your license in order to 

practice massage therapy again, you will 

be required to pay the current license fee 

and provide proof of at least eight hours of 

continuing education acceptable to the 

board obtained in the two-year period 

preceding your activation request. 

 

Continuing Education continued... 
 

At this time, the Board is no more specific 

about what qualifies as a compliant 

CE activity other than the following 

Administrative Rule §20:76:03:04, “A qualifying 

activity is any course with a clear purpose and 

objective which maintains, improves, or 

expands the skills and knowledge relevant to 

the licensee’s field of practice.  Self-study 

activities include internet courses, reading 

books or articles, or video/audio tapes and are 

not allowed unless testing or examination with 

formal, recorded passing scores are obtained.  

Contact hours must be obtained in qualifying 

activities related to the licensee’s profession.  

Qualifying contact hours may be earned in any 

jurisdiction” (State). 
 

Since only 8 CE hours are now required, you 

will need to send a copy of your Certificates of 

Completion or Certificates of Attendance as 

supporting evidence along with your renewal 

every two years.  So keep this information in a 

permanent, accessible record file.  Do not send 

it into the office for record keeping. 
 

 

As mentioned in an earlier column, 8 hours of 

continuing education (CE) is required every 

two years (biennially) upon license renewal.  

Only 4 of those hours may be by electronic 

means.  Also, the 8 hours must be earned 

during the immediate last two years of 

licensure, and not from a time period prior to 

your licensure.   
 

According to Administrative Rule  

§20:76:03:05, “A licensee shall keep the 

following records: (1) A brochure or flyer 

showing the type of activity, sponsoring 

organization, location, duration, instructor’s or 

speaker’s name, and contact hours earned; 

and (2) Attendance verification records in the 

form of completion certificates or other 

documents supporting evidence of 

attendance.” 

 

What to Know About the 
Continuing Education 
Requirement 
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License Renewal and CE 
Compliance Process 
Please look at your license and be mindful of 

the date(s) as printed.  The 2-year licenses 

have issue and expiration dates.  The one year 

licenses only have the issue date and it’s 

known they will expire on exactly the same 

date one year later.  It would be true to say 

that a license may expire every day of the 

week, every month of the year in regard to the 

manner they were issued and given expiration 

dates.  
 

Due to the number of licensees and the fact 

every day could be an expiration / renewal 

day, it is our “good faith” intention to send a 

Renewal Form about 60 days prior to your 

expiration date, and a Notice for Continuing 

Education Compliance when applicable.  We 

will also have the Forms on the Board’s 

website for easy access.  
 

Licenses have to be renewed prior to the 

expiration date since there is no allowance for 

lateness in law or Administrative Rule.     

   

According to Statute (SDCL) 36-35-8 Display 

of License  -  Any person engaged in the 

practice of massage in this state shall 

conspicuously display a valid license or 

certified duplicate license from the board in  

the person’s place of business. 

 
Joyce M. Vos, Executive Secretary 

SD Board of Massage Therapy 

PO Box 1062 

Sioux Falls, SD 57101-1062 

sdmtb.msp@midconetwork.com 

http://doh.sd.gov/boards/massage 

Ph 605 / 271-7103 

Fax 605 / 331-2043 

All board, licensing, regulatory, etc inquiries 
should be directed to the Board office. 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Laura Woitte - President 

National American University 

Sioux Falls, 605 / 336-4696 
 

Gail Dawn - Past President 

Massage In Your Home 

Letcher, 605 / 527-2445 
 

Jeff Holcomb - Secretary 

Southeast Technical Institute 

Sioux Falls, 605 / 367-8355 
 

Tom Charron 

Neuromuscular Treatment Center  

Rapid City, 605 / 355-0595 
 

Rebecca Dykema 

Avera St. Lukes Hospital 

Aberdeen, 605 / 622-5770 

 

Display of License  

Contact Information for 
the SD Board of  
Massage Therapy 
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SD Board of Massage Therapy 
PO Box 1062 
Sioux Falls, SD  57101-1062 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

PLEASE KEEP US INFORMED OF ANY 
HOME MAILING ADDRESS CHANGES.   

Your home address is where all your license-related 
mailings will be sent.  It would be unfortunate if 
important licensure mail is unable to reach you. 

Thank you! 
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